The SMTA Founder’s Award is presented for exceptional contributions to the industry, as well as support and service to the SMTA.

As a member of the electronics assembly community for the past ten years, I believe that the SMTnet has been one of the best developments to date.  This website offers instant access to information and expertise that used to require hours, or even days, for engineers to research.

The SMTnet forum provides a bulletin board environment where users can post technical questions and answers on all topics that relate to surface mount assembly.  The website also offers links to a library where users can upload or download publications, a career center, an industry news page, a business registry, and a bookstore.  The SMTA website even offers a link to the SMTnet.  The entire forum is funded by advertisers, who pay for a small banner ad at the top of the page.

The SMTnet is dedicated to fostering a stronger and closer electronics manufacturing community, in which all parties benefit from the fastest sharing of information.  Cunli Jia, the director of the site, rigorously monitors all entries to the forum to ensure that it is used solely for its intended purpose – the sharing of information.  Any advertisements or otherwise improper entries are promptly deleted in order to maintain and reinforce the forum’s objective.

As the site continues to draw advertisers, Cunli continues to develop the site and find more useful ways to use the internet to help our manufacturing community.  The most recent development was individual email boxes, which not only improve communication among the users, but also protect them from mass emailings by vendor organizations.  In the very near future, the SMTnet will also publish an on-line newsletter for its members.

This website is one of the best developments I have seen in surface mount manufacturing in the past ten years.  It is the brainchild of Cunli Jia, who originally developed it, and now directs it.  Because it is such an exceptional contribution to our industry, I believe Cunli is highly worthy of the SMTA Founder’s Award.  Please consider this nomination very seriously for the prestigious recognition that the SMTA can offer.  By recognizing Cunli and the SMTnet, the SMTA can help to make more engineers and professionals aware of this fabulous resource, speed up development of the SMTnet community, and recognize one of the many merits of the internet at a time when it receives so much bad publicity.

Thank you for your consideration of this nomination.

SMTnet Contact Info:

SMTnet, Inc.

98 Elm St.

Portland, ME 04101

Phone: 207-780-0887

Fax:     207-775-7710

Email: info@smtnet.com
Web: www.smtnet.com
Additional Background Info:

I.  History and Forum Status:

SMTnet started in the summer of 1995, with the vision of becoming a gateway of information for electronics manufacturing in general, and surface mount assembly in particular.  As a neutral party, SMTnet strived to foster the fastest communication between all industry members, both companies and individuals. Over time, a variety of services were developed, with the SMT Forum becoming the most popular service among engineers and technicians, many of whom are SMTA members.  

As of the end of April 1999, the SMT Forum contained 6500 valuable entries of questions and answers, contributed by more than 1300 individuals.  Over 150 entries are being added each week.  In the month of March 1999, the SMTnet site received 20,000 visits, each lasting an average of 17 minutes! 

II.  SMTnet Contributions to SMTA 

In addition to developing and maintaining an open web site for the industry, SMTnet has specifically recognized and supported the cause of SMTA in its entire short history.  

1. Hosting  SMTA chapter web sites free of charge

SMTnet designed and hosted three SMTA chapter web sites, Boston, Nutmeg and Capital.  It still hosts the Boston chapter web site, which was one of the first chapter sites started in 1995.   The Boston chapter site features upcoming events as well as a list of SMT Standards. 

2. Free seminars.

In 1996, SMTnet provided a free seminar at a SMTA Boston chapter meeting.  It featured a live demo of how Internet would serve the industry by speeding up the dissemination of information.  

3. Prominent links to SMTA

SMTnet has always featured prominent links to SMTA and its chapter sites. The Industry Directory links to many chapter sites.  The SMT Forum page has an ongoing banner promoting SMTA.  The SMTnet Calendar of Events and Career Center also featured information about SMTA and its services.  SMTnet is also scheduled to promoting the new SMTA International show in the coming summer.

III. Brief Info about Cunli Jia

Mr. Cunli Jia holds a BS degree and MS degree in Physics, both from Beijing University, China.  He also holds a MBA from the University of Southern Maine, Portland, Maine.  Prior to starting SMTnet in 1995, he was director of product development for Beau Tech, Inc., a manufacturer of hand tools for circuit repair and rework.  At Beau Tech he invented the 10-Mil Probes and the 1-Mil Probes, the only hand tools that can reach between sub-10 mil pitch leads for repair and rework.  He has continued his association with Beau Tech and finds this relationship beneficial in keeping him up to date with PCB production issues.

Mr. Jia became a member of SMTA in 1994 and has been a member for more than 3 years.  In addition, SMTnet was a corporate member of SMTA in 1997 and 1999.

